INTRODUCTION
Investigations on reactions of Al(OPr') 3 with mono-functional bidentate ligands such as ß-diketones /1,2/ and salicylaldimines /3,4/ have already shown interesting variations in the nature of products, as well as in coordination states (four, five, and six) of aluminium atoms within the same molecular species. Still, aluminium generally prefers to achieve the maximum coordination state of six 151, unless this tendency is precluded by the steric bulk of the attached ligand, in which case aluminium is four 161-or threescoordinate. Furthermore, mixed-ligand derivatives of aluminium derived from sterically hindered salicylaldiminate and glycolate moieties are reported to be monomeric and four-coordinate /8/.
The above interesting findings have encouraged us to prepare aluminium complexes derived from mixedligands of varying steric bulk and to examine their influence on the nature (particularly molecular association) of products. Therefore, we report herein the results of our investigations on mixed salicylaldiminate/ß-ketoaminate-glycolate derivatives of aluminium. The structures of these novel derivatives have been elucidated on the basis of their 27 Al and FAB mass spectral studies of products (4) and (6) 
Preparation of new aluminium complexes (1)-(15)
All of these complexes were prepared in a similar manner, therefore, for the sake of brevity preparative details of only one compound are given below:
(OC l0 H 6 isopropyl alcohol, the refluxing was stopped and the reaction mixture was allowed to cool to room temperature. The solvent was removed under reduced pressure to obtain yellow solid. Recrystallisation from 1:2 mixture of «-hexane and dichloromethane at -20°C gave analytically pure product (1) as a yellow solid in 0.77 g (82%) yield.
A similar procedure was adopted for the preparation of (2)- (15) 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
One-pot reactions of Al(OPr i ) 3 , HOGOH, and LH in 1:1 molar ratio in benzene afford soluble derivatives
(1)- (15) ,· all of which are listed in Table 1 : Most of these are moisture-sensitive, yellow (except the derivatives (10) and (11) which are brown) solids or viscous liquids and soluble in typical organic solvents. The cryoscopic molecular weight determinations in benzene solution of freshly prepared samples show that the derivatives (1), (2), (3), (10) , and (11) are monomeric, whereas derivatives (4)- (9) and (12)- (15) depict trimeric nature. The FAB mass spectral studies of two typical compounds (4) and (6) further support the trimeric nature of (4)- (9) and (12) (4), (6), (7), and (9) The derivatives (l)- (3) and (10)- (11) By contrast, derivatives (4)- (9) and (12)- (15) show two peaks in the δ 0.95-2 and 29-34 ppm regions,
indicating the presence of aluminium in both six-and four-coordinate environment (Figure 2 ). The FAB mass spectral studies of the two representative compounds (4) and (6) exhibit parent ion peaks, consistent with trimeric species. The aluminium NMR chemical shift data for derivatives (4)- (9) and (12)- (15) and FAB mass spectral data for the derivatives (4) and (6) are interpretable in terms of the structure shown in Figure 2 . ac χ"
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